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CHICKENS AND EGGS 


Illinois leads the nation in the production of baby chicks; 
in 1946 the commercial hatching industry produced ap- 
proximately 1,265 million chicks, and of this total over 
96 million were hatched in Illinois. A large number of 
chicks are exported to other states, yet Illinois, ranking 
fourth among the states in the number of all chickens 
raised, had 37 millions valued at $42,700,000 in 1946. Eggs 
from these flocks totaled more than 220 million dozen 
and were valued at almost $74 millions. In the same year, 
147 thousand futures contracts—each representing one 
carload made up of 600 cases or 18,000 dozen eggs — were 
traded on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, the world’s 
largest egg futures market. Thus chickens and eggs, from 
the hatchery to the dining table, play an important part 
in the economy of Illinois. ; 

The farms of this State produce chickens and eggs 
mostly as a sideline, yet in 1946 the combined cash farm 
income from these products totaled more than $100 mil- 
lions. In 1934, 73 per cent of all chickens raised in 
Illinois were purchased as baby chicks from commercial 
hatcheries; ten years later the percentage had increased 
to 94, and it is now estimated that the proportion has 
reached 98 per cent. Huge electric incubators are used in 
the 443 commercial hatcheries in Illinois, which have a 
total capacity of 38,515,000 eggs. 

The main hatching season runs from January through 
July. Approximately 60 per cent of the annual crop is pro- 
duced during the three months of March, April, and May. 
Illinois is one of the principal states in which hatchery 
chicks are produced in volume during every month of 
the year. Production from August through December ‘is 
comparatively small, but it is of increasing importance 
to the hatchery industry because the greater part of this 
seasonal hatch is for the rapidly expanding production of 
commercial broilers; in 1946, 5,910,000 of the nation’s 
274,213,000 broilers were produced in Illinois. Commer- 
cial broilers include all chickens of the heavy or cross 
breeds, under 18 weeks old and from 2 to 4 pounds live 
Weight, which are raised for meat. 

The largest poultry-consuming area in the United 
States is New York City, and Illinois is one of its most 
important suppliers. Of a total of 310,854,574 pounds of 
dressed poultry received there in 1946, 20,544,371 pounds 


came from Illinois. In the same year this State also - 


KNOW 


furnished New York City with 264,316 cases of shell 
eggs, and sent 107,029 cases to Philadelphia and 47,403 
to Boston. In 1946 frozen egg shipments from Illinois 
to New York City amounted to 5,114,413 gross pounds, or 
12.4 per cent of the city’s total; 2,453,119 gross pounds 
went from Illinois to Philadelphia and 2,301,412 to Boston. 

Chicago, the nation’s second largest consuming area, 
in 1946 used 48,354,250 pounds of live poultry, 127,421,810 
pounds of dressed, 35,822,377 pounds of frozen eggs, and 
5,585,827 cases of shell eggs. In addition to its large con- 
sumption and to its position as the shipping center of the 
nation for chickens and eggs, Chicago is also the home 
of the Mercantile Exchange, where an average of 200 
million eggs changes hands daily. These transactions 
guide the entire egg distribution system, as the Exchange 
is a national market where prices quoted set the market 
for the entire country. 

Illinois has long been recognized as one of the most 
progressive states in poultry improvement. For many 
years poultrymen recognized the need for an over-all 
program of disease control, sanitation, and better breed- 
ing. Illinois had its own Accredited Plan which was 
started in 1921, and other states had their own plans, but 
there was no coordination among the state programs and 
often their terminology was conflicting. Representative 
poultry leaders, after ten years of careful study, met and 
formulated the National Poultry Improvement Plan for 
cooperative application of the best results from scientific 
research in all phases of the industry. The plan was 
placed in operation in 1935 and immediately adopted in 
Illinois, which now ranks fourth in the nation with 201 
cooperating hatcheries. 

During the years in which chickens have risen from a 
relatively obscure place to the third largest agricultural 
crop in the United States, poultrymen have concentrated 
largely on increased egg production. However, attention 
to the development of a superior meat-type chicken is now 
receiving consideration in Illinois. Representatives of the 
United States and the Illinois Departments of Agricul- 
ture and other interested persons drew up a program in 
1945 for a three-year “Chicken of Tomorrow” contest. 
This year, 1948, is the championship year, in which a 
grand prize of $5,000 will be given by the National Com- 
mittee to the entry scoring the highest number of points. 
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FUEL SHORTAGES 


At this season, every resident of Illinois has the impulse 
to jump into his automobile and see the blossoming of 
spring. Winter and its heating problems lie behind, and 
the warm days are here for enjoyment. Yet while thus 
happily motoring, let us not forget the harsh realities of 
the fuel situation, including the precious fuel for the car’s 
gas tank. Seldom have there existed such fuel shortages 
simultaneously, and it is timely to review this situation. 

Supplies of natural gas, a leading fuel in many cities, 
have been curtailed through most of the winter. Not only 
have factories been rationed but in some instances have 
had to close down temporarily for lack of gas, while 
home installation of gas furnaces has been restricted. 
The natural gas problem lies mainly in needed additional 
pipe lines, bound up with steel shortages which may not 
be alleviated by next winter. Manufactured gas too is 
limited by the coal supply, whose plight is well known. 

The petroleum situation is more far-reaching than that 
of gas. The petroleum industry has worked near-miracles 
to expand supplies, but demands have soared. During 1947 
demands were 10 per cent over 1945 (the previous peak) 
but in 1948 demands have run 5 to 9 per cent above 1947. 
The balance between supply and demand is precarious, 
and crude oil output fell in March. Rationing at the con- 
sumer level is most unlikely, but shortages already are 
being felt. Federal agencies are reporting difficulties in 
contracting for supplies; some Middle Western farmers 
find that tractor fuel for spring plantings is scarce; and 
filling stations are rationed. 

Petroleum shortages will be most acute in Illinois and 
surrounding states, mainly for transportation reasons. Yet 
the industry cannot expand transportation or refining 
facilities without steel. Thus in petroleum too the prob- 
lem traces back to steel and coal shortages. Generation 
and transmission of electricity also are being hampered 
by these shortages. 

The work-stoppage of 400,000 bituminous coai miners 
has, at the time of writing, continued for four weeks. 
ven if the miners return to work at once, the repercus- 
sions will be enormous. Steel furnaces have banked their 
fires, cutting output downward toward 60 per cent of 
capacity, and more production will be lost before full 
output is regained. Some ramifications of the coal short- 


ages have been noted, but one cannot enumerate the many 
adverse effects on industries and services. If the stoppage 
continues, all production will be crippled. 

Regardless of merits in the dispute between the miners’ 
union and the coal industry, this episode has deeply 
injured the economy and should not be accepted with 
complacence. Coal is so basic to our economy that the 
industry is as much affected with a public interest as those 
now regulated as public utilities. One shrinks from na- 
tionalization of the mines as a solution, in view of experi- 
ence elsewhere, but voluntary means of solution have been 
ineffectual in banishing the threat of recurring coal 
crises. The public interest demands that government au- 
thorities, mine owners, and unions cooperate fully in 
finding the solution. 

The petroleum situation is a vital national and world 
problem. While the Department of the Interior declares 
that next winter is likely to bring the last serious pinch 
in domestic supplies, this presupposes sufficient steel for 
the industry and continued wok peace. Our nation de- 
pends more and more on oil imports. Although we pro- 
duce 60 per cent of world petroleum output, our domestic 
reserves are only 31 per cent. We are going farther from 
our shores for petroleum —by 1951 the entire Western 
Hemisphere will become a net importer. Most of this must 
come from the Middle East, whose turbulent political 
conditions are all too real. Extension of the nation’s oil 
life-lines brings a grave reorientation of our international 
position and calls for strict action to husband our remain- 
ing reserves for national defense. 

The Federal government seeks to build plants for 
synthetic fuel to replace petroleum. Synthetics would be 
too costly at present for normal uses, but these facilities 
are important for emergency requirements. The Midwest 
would most badly need this fuel, and full-scale plants are 
expected to be located in this region. All Illinois looks for- 
ward to success of the efforts being made to secure this 
industry in Southern Illinois, which possesses an ideal 
combination of resources for this production. 

Clearly fuel shortages present very urgent problems 
for Federal and state governments, to be faced quickly 
and intelligently. Basic solution of the shortages depends 
largely on governmental and industrial actions, yet as 
individual citizens we can play essential roles in relieving 
the situation. 

Recognizing that these fuel problems are actual and 
have a great bearing on our own futures, we can find 
simple ways of helping. One is filling the coalbin or fuel- 
oil tank in off-season and relieving congested facilities. 
Another is conserving fuel — for example, by driving a 
little less and walking a little more (with benefit to one’s 
waist line too). If each individual accomplishes a little, 
in the aggregate there will be a vast improvement in the 
fuel situation. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— MARCH 


General business activity during the month reflected an- 
nual spring uncertainties. Steel production, one very im- 
portant factor, rose from a scheduled 94.6 per cent of 
capacity to 97.5 per cent at mid-March but fell abruptly 
to 89.4 per cent at the end of the month. Auto production 
fluctuated: down the first week, up until March 20, and 
then down as the spring change-overs and the uncertain 
fuel situation took their toll. Last month’s expectations of 
high unit output and possible new output records were not 
fulfilled. 

The fly in the industrial production ointment was the 
walkout in the nation’s soft coal mines which took an 
estimated 380,000 to 400,000 miners out of the pits and 
which cost about 9,000,000 tons of coal in the first week 
of the strike. Production, which had averaged around 13,- 
000,000 tons weekly, dropped to little more than 4,000,000 
tons and was expected to drop still further, to about 
1,000,000 tons a week, when the walkout by UMW work- 
ers was completed. Some production was maintained by 
workers belonging to other unions and by nonunionized 
workers. 

Hardest hit will be the steel industry, from which the 
impact will progress through the whole economy. Steel 
mills maintained production through most of March but 
planned for cutbacks to about 65 per cent of capacity 
when the strike continued to the end of the month. In- 
dustrial reports indicate that steel production may well 
drop below 60 per cent if the coal production stoppage is 
not halted very shortly after the first of April. Severity 
of damage done varied from mill to mill as some were 
better stocked than others. Much the same is true of other 
industries. Some observers took the pessimistic view, 


stating that steel producers, in keeping up production, 
ran the risk of later having to shut down almost com- 
pletely. Such a shutdown would entail even greater losses 
in production because of the time lost in reheating the 
furnaces and getting back into production. 

Passenger transportation hauled by coal-burning en- 
gines was cut by 25 per cent almost immediately; freight 
was curtailed shortly afterward. Coal exports were 
banned. Automobile output, which depends directly on 
steel output, may be expected to decline sharply after a 
lag of some two to four weeks. Coal-using power utilities 
initiated conservation programs. Coke production was 
tapered off, as much as 75 per cent in some plants; chem- 
icals producers expected curtailments during the first part 
of April. 

Amid all this gloom comes a report that the steel in- 
dustry set a new monthly peacetime record in February. 
Output for that month was 6,940,653 net tons, 519,000 
tons above previous peacetime output in February and 
only 253,358 tons below the wartime record of 7,194,011 
net tons produced in February, 1944. 

Overshadowed by the coal strike was the meat pack- 
ers’ strike involving several major meat packers, 140 
plants, and some 100,000 workers. About 150,000 work- 
ers, represented by other unions, stayed on the job. The 
immediate effect was a 50 per cent drop in production; 
later, remaining workers stepped up production to about 
75 per cent of the pre-strike figure. Many small plants 
were unaffected. Expected increases in meat prices did 
not materialize, partly because of consumer resistance 
and partly because of the large supply of meat which was 
being held in cold storage. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— MARCH 


Big news in Illinois this month as well as in the nation 
has been the annual stoppage of coal production. Some 
16,000 Illinois miners joined the coal walkout on the 
first day; by the third day an additional 7,000 had walked 
out, and by the end of the month some maintenance 
crews had left work. It has been estimated that the shut- 
down will cost 175,000 tons of coal daily in Illinois mines, 
or about 2.3 million tons in March alone. By March 31, 
no big mine in Illinois was producing; only small local 
mines were still in operation. 

Output of Chicago area steel mills was still unaffected 
at month’s end, but plans had been made to curtail pro- 
duction early in April. Cutbacks by as much as 25 per 
cent were expected if the coal strike had not ended by 
April 1 and if curtailment were necessary to conserve 
dwindling coal supplies. Steel users in the area had not 
been affected by the end of March, either by lack of 
coal or by lack of steel, but they, too, had plans ready for 


cutbacks. Late in the month Chicago newspapers carried 


a request to all power users to be frugal in their use of 
power facilities in order to save coal. . 
Wartime and postwar prosperity has enabled 46 of the 
48 states to accumulate unemployment reserve funds of 
$6.9 billions (figures for two states were not available 
for 1947). Illinois ranked fourth last year both in re- 
serves available and in funds paid out for unemployment 
compensation, $493,910,000 and $46,780,395, respectively. 
State officials announced that the total amount available 
had grown steadily over the last few years, as states 
sought to acquire a hedge against the effects of wide- 


spread unemployment in the event of a depression. It is 
already reported that many states and cities are facing 
increased costs for public aid as marginal workers are 
forced out of employment by high costs and as high prices 
raise amounts of welfare payments. 

A total of nearly $491,000 has been granted in the last 
few weeks by the Illinois State Housing Board to the 
housing agencies of eight Illinois counties or municipali- 
ties. These grants are made from time to time to counties 
and cities eligible to receive State housing aid. The 
General Assembly implemented the State’s decision to 
help housing by an appropriation of $6,567,000 made last 
spring. A previous appropriation of $10,000,000 was made 
in 1945, 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture has announced 
that the State’s farmers plan larger plantings of corn 
and oats for 1948 and a smaller planting of soybeans. 
Planned acreage of 3,900,000 for oats is 14 per cent above 
1947; corn acreage of 8,900,000 acres is a slight increase 
over last year. Total soybean planting of 3,418,000 acres 
is an 11 per cent decrease from 1947. The winter wheat 
planting of 1,700,000 acres last fall was 22 per cent 
greater than that of the previous year. 

The State Director of Labor recently reported a change 
in the method by which unemployment compensation 
benefits are to be calculated. Whereas the base period was 
the 12-month period preceding unemployment, it is now 
the 12 months of 1947. The amount of wages required to 
have been earned in covered employment remains un- 
changed at $225. 
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ILLINOIS BUSINESS ACTIVITY 
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Percentage Changes February, 1947, to February, 1948 


General Summary 
Only three of the business indicators showed increases in 
the month; two reflected increased construction activity. 
As compared with February, 1947, figures, the picture was 
different; all but three of the items showed gains, which 
ranged from 4.6 to 92.0 per cent. 
The greatest decline for the month was in insurance 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 


February, 1948 

Percentage 

Indicators Change from 1935- 
1939 = 

Feb. Jan 

1947 | i94g | 100 
Building permits*................. +92.0 | +20.8 | 341.5 
Construction contracts awarded*....| +64.3 | + 4.6 | 257.2 
Department store sales in Chicago®..| + 5.0 | — 5.0] ..... 
Employment, manufacturing?...... 0.0} — 0.4 | 132.7 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’..... — 3.3 | —16.4 | 177.2 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?.......... +10.1 | + 0.5 | 299.9 
Petroleum production®............. — — 5.1 | 224.1 


' Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ? Illinois 
Department of Labor; ‘Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Census; 
® [Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; * Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; * State Geological Survey. 


sales, whereas building permit valuations showed the 
greatest increase, reversing their January trend. Both 
bank debits and farm prices dropped approximately 15 
per cent. Changes in manufacturing employment and pay 
rolls were small. The decline in department store sales 
was less than a tenth of the January slump. 

For petroleum production, the decrease from Feb- 
ruary, 1947, was much less than the comparable figure for 
last month. Coal production made a small gain over the 
output for February of last year. Construction indicators 
showed the greatest gains on an annual basis: construc- 
tion contracts awarded rose more than 60 per cent and 
building permit valuations almost doubled. Factory em- 
ployment showed no change from the February, 1947, 
figure, but wage payments were somewhat higher than a 
year ago. 


WHOLESALE PRICES 


For the first time since last May, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ wholesale price index decreased in the month. 
Between January and February, the index dropped 3.0 
per cent to 160.7, the greatest monthly decline since Sep- 
tember, 1946. The 889-commodity index was 11.2 per cent 
higher than in February, 1947, the smallest annual margin 
in 20 months. . 

The average decrease reflected substantial drops in 
prices of farm products (7.0 per cent), raw materials 
(4.9 per cent), and foods (4.2 per cent). The decline for 
farm products was due chiefly to marked decreases in 
grain and livestock quotations. These were followed by 
lower prices for meats and cereals, which brought the 
figure for food to its lower level. Just four groups re- 
ported advances in the month, but none of these gains was 
more than six-tenths of one per cent. 

On an annual basis, all groups showed advances, but 
the fuel and lighting materials quotation was the only 
one to show a gain of more than 15 per cent, while six 
of the groups showed annual margins of less than 10 
per cent. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 


February, 1948 
Percentage Change 
Commodity from Index 
1926 = 
Feb. Jan. 100 
1947 1948 
All commodities........... +11.2 —3.0 160.7 
+ 8.7 —7.0 185.3 
Hides and leather products....| +10.9 —3.7 192.8 
ro + 7.0 +0.4 147.6 
Fuel and lighting materials....| +33.5 +0.5 130.7 
Metals and metal products....| +12.6 +0.6 155.3 
Building materials........... +10.1 —0.3 192.5 
Chemicals and allied products..} + 4.1 —3.0 134.6 
Housefurnishing goods.......| +14.0 +0.3 142.0 
Miscellaneous commodities....| + 8.1 —2.9 119.9 
+12.9 —4.9 174.9 
Semimanufactured articles....| + 9.2 —1.1 155.2 
Manufactured articles........ +10.5 —2.0 154.4 
All commodities other than 

+11.9 —-1.8 155.1 

All commodities other than 
farm products and foods....}| +14.7 —0.5 147.4 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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FINANCE 


Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
since great transfers of funds take place between those 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 
than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) 

All the fifteen reporting Illinois cities showed monthly 
declines in bank debits between January and February, 
resulting in a total drop of 14.1 per cent. However, the 
February total, $8,157,379,000, was 16.0 per cent greater 
than in February, 1947. Rockford reported the smallest 
decline in the month (9.5 per cent), while the greatest 
drop was shown by Decatur banks (30.7 per cent). Bloom- 
ington and Peoria were the only cities to show decreases 
on an annual basis, while increases ranged from 2.9 per 
cent to 26.2 per cent. 

Bank debits in the Chicago and St. Louis Federal Re- 
serve districts fell 14.1 per cent and 16.6 per cent, re- 
spectively, in the month, but annual gains of 15.4 per cent 
and 6.0 per cent were shown. The nation as a whole re- 
ported a 14.2 per cent monthly decline, but debits rose 
10.7 per cent from the February, 1947, level. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

Sales of ordinary life insurance in Illinois dropped 3.3 
per cent between January and February to $83,684,000, 
16.4 per cent below the level of a year ago. The United 
States volume showed monthly and annual declines of 
16.3 per cent and 6.0 per cent, respectively. The total for 
the first two months in 1948 was up 2.0 per cent in Illinois 
and 1.3 per cent in the United States from the corres- 
ponding period in 1947, 


Postal Receipts 


(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
measure of local business conditions over a period of time, 
since their fluctuations in the long term follow to a con- 
siderable extent the variations in general business activity.) 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


Percentage Change 


February from 
1948 February | January 


1947 1948 


19,247 
60,034 
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BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


February 
1948 


Percentage Change 


February Feb., 1948, from 


1947 


February 


January 
1947 


$8,157,379 


$7 ,033 ,999 $9,499,357 +16.0 


20 ,008 
28/971 
34,155 
33,224 

7,449 095 


29 086 
57,230 


Chicago 


Danville 


19,449 
25,929 
34,794 
27,820 

6,387,837 


25,093 
46.313 
87,187 
19,101 
31,434 


19,107 
162,792 
23,178 
73,176 
50,789 
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Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Shipping mines in Illinois reported a slight decline in 
coal production between January and February, but the 
output of 5,648,643 tons represented a 4.6 per cent gain 
from the February, 1947, total. Production in the first 
two months of 1948 was 0.4 per cent greater than in the 
corresponding period for 1947. 

More men worked in February than in January, but 
they worked fewer days in the 101 reporting mines. One 
more strip mine reporting helped increase production 
almost 150,000 tons, but shaft mine output fell more than 
250,000 tons, in spite of 5 more operators. 

Chances for 1948 production surpassing that of 1947 
took a severe blow with the coming of the coal strike. 
This could also hit steel output. Strikes, however, are not 
as inflationary as before because most wants of con- 
sumers have been satisfied. 


Petroleum 


February production of petroleum in Illinois continued 
to show a monthly decline (5.1 per cent), as output 
reached 5,049,000 barrels, 4.8 per cent below that of 
February, 1947. On a cumulative basis, January-February 
production in 1948 was 8.1 per cent behind that for the 
same period in 1947. 

New wells completed in February numbered 102, 14 
more than in January and 21 more than in February, 1947. 
So far this year, 190 new wells have been completed, 
while only 168 were completed in the first two months 
last year. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

The Federal Power Commission reported that Illinois 
utilities produced 1,477,012,000 kilowatt hours of electric 
power in February, representing a 6.5 per cent decrease 
from the January total, but 14.5 per cent more than a 
year ago. Fuels continued to account for most of the out- 
put in Illinois. Average daily production was almost 51,- 
000,000 kilowatt hours in January and February, but only 
46,000,000 in February, 1947. 

Production in the United States was 22,193,720,000 
kilowatt hours in February, 7.4 per cent below that of 
January, but 13.1 per cent greater on an annual basis. 


CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


The 220 reporting Illinois cities showed a 20.8 per 
cent increase in building permit valuations between Janu- 
ary and February, bringing the total to $19,703,205, almost 
twice as great as a year ago. The number of permits 
issued declined 6.6 per cent in the month, however, and 
only 3.3 per cent more projects were proposed than in 
February, 1947. 

Valuations for new residential building permits were 
45.7 per cent greater than in January, while new non- 
residential project proposals showed an 11.5 per cent gain. 
Additions, alterations, repairs, and installations permit 
valuations fell 0.9 per cent in the month. All three cate- 
gories reported declines in the number of permits issued. 

Each of the three classifications reported substantial 
gains in permit valuations from the February, 1947, levels, 
ranging from 39.6 per cent for additions, alterations, re- 
pairs, and installations to 156.0 per cent for new nonresi- 
dential building. 

The three largest permits issued in February were 
for 19 apartment buildings in La Grange Park ($2,900,- 
000), a public school in Chicago ($2,000,000), and a tele- 
phone building in Oak Park ($1,038,000). 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

A dollar increase of 4.6 per cent was reported for 
construction contracts awarded in Illinois between Janu- 
ary and February. Awards were valued at $42,745,000, 
64.3 per cent greater than in February, 1947. Total con- 
tracts awarded during the first two months of 1948 indi- 
cated a 43.5 per cent gain in construction activity from 
the January-February total in 1947. 

Residential and nonresidential building showed mod- 
erate gains of 8.8 per cent and 8.1 per cent, respectively, 
but public works and utilities construction fell 14.3 per 
cent in the month. Residential award valuations rose only 
5.0 per cent from the level of a year ago, whereas non- 
residential building and public works and utilities con- 
struction more than doubled (up 164.8 per cent and 126.1 
per cent, respectively). 

One large award was made in Cook county in Febru- 
ary, for a waterworks system to cost $2,193,000. All three 
major construction groups reported monthly gains in the 
Chicago area, resulting in a 30 per cent advance in the 
total volume. Dollar volume in January and February 
was less than half of the volume for the same period 
a year ago. 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 

Type of Construction | February | February | January Feb., 1948, trom 

1948 1947 1948 | 

1947 1948 

Total Construction. ..} $42,745 | $26,017 | $40,862 |+ 64.3 | + 4.6 
Total Building.......... 36 , 866 23,417 34,000 |+ 57.4 | + 8.4 
Residential. ......... 16,520 15,733 15,187 5.0] + 8.8 
Nonresidential....... 20,346 7,684 18,813 |+164.8 | + 8.1 
Public Works and Utilities} 5,879 2,600 6,862 |+126.1 | —14.3 


Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume 
of their sales is considered a. rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Department store sales in Chicago showed another 
monthly decline between January and February (5 per 
cent), but the volume was still 5 per cent greater than 
in February, 1947. Cumulative figures for the first two 
months of 1948 showed an increase of 5 per cent from 
the same period a year ago. 

Early reports indicated that pre-Easter sales were 
lower than those of last year, and owners are reluctant 
to make any large purchases, even for autumn. Some of 
the factors contributing to the low sales volumes were 
abominable weather conditions, uncertainties about future 
prices, and, to some extent, strikes (which tend to lower 
the purchasing power of the consumers). 

If pre-Easter sales fall very far below expectations, 
trade sources say this could have a seriously disturbing 
effect on sales of apparel fabrics for many months to 
come. 


Other Kinds of Business 


An 8 per cent decrease was reported for retail trade in 
all Chicago independent stores combined between Janu- 
ary and February, whereas sales advanced 7 per cent on 
an annual basis. On a cumulative basis, January-Feb- 
ruary volume increased 10 per cent between 1947 and 
1948. 

Almost all types of stores reported monthly decreases 
in February. Household appliance dealers and drugstores 
reported no change, while furniture stores, candy, nut, 
and confectionery stores, and paint, glass, and wallpaper 
stores increased sales during the month. No groups ex- 
perienced drops of more than 20 per cent with the excep- 
tion of a 45 per cent decrease for furriers and fur shops. 
Other declines ranged from 2 per cent (for radio and 
household appliance dealers and florists) to 20 per cent 
(for floor coverings and drapery stores). 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 


Percentage Change 
Feb., 1948, from: 2 months, 
| 1948, from 
2 months, 


1947 


East St. Louis 
Evanston 


Compared with February, 1947, figures, most groups 
showed increases in sales, but seven decreases were re- 
ported, ranging from 3 per cent to 17 per cent for florists 


‘and furriers and fur shops, respectively. Sales volume for 


filling stations was 31 per cent greater than that of a 
year ago, and three groups reported gains of between 20 
and 25 per cent. Other advances ranged from 1 per cent to 
18 per cent, while four kinds of stores showed no change. 

Many retailers and manufacturers of retail goods 
have begun to worry about consumer demand. One manu- 
facturing firm rescinded a price boost scheduled for 
men’s lower-priced suits, and a New York department 
store has cut men’s topcoat prices three times in the last 
few months. 

Family clothing stores, liquor stores, combination 
stores (groceries, meats), and bookstores reported de- 
clines of 15 per cent or more from January, 1948. 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 


Percentage Change 
Feb., 1948, from 
Kind of Business 
Jan. 
1948 


Grocery and combination stores 
Grocery stores (without fresh meat). . 
Combination stores (groceries, meats). . 

Meat markets 

Fruit stores, vegetable markets 

Candy, nut, confectionery stores 

Bakeries, caterers 

Eating and Drinking Places 

Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms 

Lunch counter, refreshment food stands. . 

Drinking places with meals 

Drinking places without meals 

Liquor Stores (packaged goods) 


++++4++ 
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Filling Stations 
Fuel and Ice Dealers 
Drugstores 
Bookstores 
Stationery Stores 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores 
Apparel Group 
Men's, boys’ clothing and furnishings 


Family clothing stores 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores 


Custom tailors 
Furriers, fur shops 
Jewelry Stores 
Automotive Grou 
Motor-vehicle dealers 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group 
Furniture stores 
Floor coverings, drapery stores 
Radio-household appliance dealers 
Household appliance dealers 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group 
Lumber-building materials dealers 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores 
Hardware stores 
Miscellaneous 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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CONSUMERS’ PRICES 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure q mac 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 160 one 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, fr rm 
fuel, housefurnishings, transportation, personal services, 140 7 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- ~ 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 120 : ears 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure - Th, 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for z . 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the _ a 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 1938 1940 1942 1944 1946 1948 ro ; 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 
Price declines in food and housefurnishings caused a Retail Food Prices par 
1.6 per cent decline in the consumers’ price index for o> ee ' stru 
Chicago between mid-January and mid-February. The All three Illinois cities reported monthly declines in re- par 
February figure, 168.8, was 10.5 per cent greater than tail food prices in mid-February, resulting in annual 
the February, 1947, index. margins of less than 15 per cent. 
Higher prices for men’s and boys’ wool suits, women’s Monthly price decreases were reported for all groups pint 
rayon dresses and spring coats, and footwear for the in Chicago except fruits and vegetables (+ 1.2 per cent) a 
entire family resulteg in a 2.3 per cent monthly increase and beverages (+ 0.8 per cent), as “all foods” showed a orn 
in apparel prices. Telephone and hospital rates and drop of 3.9 percent. The greatest declines were reported wa 
higher costs for beauty shop services more than offset for fats and oils (11.6 per cent), eggs (10.7 per cent), and 
lower prices for soap, as the miscellaneous group re- meats (8.0 per cent). 
ported a 0.2 per cent gain. i. ; Peoria showed the greatest monthly decline in the —_ 
Costs of food, apparel, fuel, electricity, and ice were three cities, 4.8 per cent, reflecting drops of 13.9 per cent 
more than 11 per cent greater than a year ago. and 13.2 per cent in prices of eggs and fats and oils, re- 
spectively. Other decreases ranged from 2.8 per cent 
CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES (for sugar and sweets) to 7.3 per cent (for meats). Dairy 
r- products and beverage prices showed the only advances 
February, 1948 in the month, 2.4 per cent and 2.8 per cent, respectively. nics 
Commodity Percentage Change from oo Only one group reported a monthly increase in Spring- THE 
' 1935-39 = field —a 5.1 per cent gain in egg prices — but most of the — 
February | January 100 declines were much smaller than in the other two Illinois : 
1947 1948 CHI 
cities, resulting in an average drop of only 3.0 per cent. 
OS eee 410.5 nee 168.8 Fats and oils quotations fell 8.9 per cent, while prices of 
dairy products were only 0.1 per cent below the January Othe 
+11.8 —3.9 204.8 figures. 
Rent eacga eta tek tea +11.2 +2.3 198.0 Fats and oils prices were lower in all three cities on DO\ 
Fuel, electricity, andice..| +11.5 +0.1 123.1 an annual as well as a monthly basis. Canned and dried Alto 
Housefurnishings....... + 4.8 —0.5 180.5 fruits and vegetables also were down in Chicago, and Aure 
Miscellaneous.......... + 7.6 +0.2 145.0 quotations for dried fruits and vegetables showed a de- ee 
* Not surveyed monthly. cline in Springfield. All other groups reported advances Chas 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. in the year. — 
Deca 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS Eins 
Ir 
Free 
Percentage Change February, 1948, from Gale: 
Commodity Group February, 1947 January, 1948 Soe 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield aa 
+11.8 +13.6 + 8.7 — 3.9 — 4.8 —3.0 
Matt 
Cereals and bakery +16.4 +18.8 + 0.7 3.7 — 3.6 —6.2 Moli 
9494.45 +13.2 +20.6 +12.7 — 8.0 — 7.3 —4.1 Otta' 
+11.4 +11.3 +11.2 — 0.6 + 2.4 Peori 
+ 7.9 +22.9 + 4.6 —10.7 —13.9 +5.1 
Fruits and +10.8 + 9.5 +12 Quin 
+18.7 + 8.3 415.1 +21 — 4.3 
pas — 5.2 + 3.8 + 4.4 — 1.1 — 4.3 —0.2 
—13.5 + 6.4 3.5 — 0.9 — 4.8 -0.1 Steri 
+13.2 +18.5 +12.0 + 0.8 + 2.8 -1.4 
4.9 —14.7 — 4.8 —11.6 —13.2 —8.9 wares 
+ 1.7 + 7.2 + 1.6 — 3.0 — 2.8 —1.9 Allo 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. Faog 
{8 ] 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 
firms; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 

This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is 
disproportionately heavily weighted by manufacturing 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- 
strued as representing total employment changes in any 
particular area.) 

In mid-January, Illinois employment and pay rolls, as 
reported for the sample of firms employing 932,000 non- 
agricultural workers, showed small declines of 1.6 per 
cent in employment and 2.7 per cent in pay rolls. An all- 


EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


time peak had been reached in December, 1947. 


Seasonal declines occurred in retail trade establish- 
ments, particularly department and variety stores and mail 
order houses. Wholesale trade also experienced small 
decreases. The finance, insurance, and real estate group 
and public utilities made small gains in the month, but 
the service concerns and the mines reported declines in 
both employment and pay rolls. 

In the manufacturing plants, employment declined 
slightly and pay rolls fell off 2.3 per cent. These were the 
first declines reported since July, 1947, but factory em- 
ployment and wage payments were still well above the 
levels of that month. Decreased pay rolls in the heating 
and plumbing equipment and meat packing industries 
accounted for most of the drop in that item. 

Average weekly earnings in the manufacturing group 
were $57.06 in January for both sexes combined. The 
average for men workers was $61.91 and that for women 
$41.45. These amounts were almost a dollar less than the 
all-time peak earnings of December. 
the preceding information is for January; 
the table below gives February data.) 


(Note: 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


Percentage Change January 15 - February 15, 1948 


February, 1948, indexes 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Cj All Reporting Manufacturing Manufacturing 
ity-Area Establishments* Establishments Establishments 
Employment | Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls | Employment | Pay Rolls 


—0.7 


—0.4 


CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. 


Waukegan-North Chicago.............. 


Bloomington-Normal.................. —0.8 —0.3 
Granite City +1.0 +5.1 
Kankakee-Bradley area................ +1.1 +0.9 
LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —0.6 +0.2 
Sterling-Rock Falls.................... +1.1 +7.1 


+7.9 


+1.1 120.2 249.9 
—2.0 +5.1 115.5 286.5 
+1.6 +0.7 157.7 434.7 
—0.5 +0.1 119.2 257.6 
—0.7 —1.1 138.6 319.7 
+1.6 +1.9 162.6 304.4 
—0.8 +3.6 137.4 285.2 
+0.6 +2.0 157.0 424.9 
+0.7 —0.7 131.5 281.9 
+2.1 +3.7 302.5 686.5 
+1.0 +7.1 131.9 367.1 
—0.7 +1.1 95.1 211.4 


* As manufacturing industries over-weight the sample, changes do not necessarily represent changes in total employment. 


Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 


q 
| 
t 
+0.1 +0.5 132.7 299.9 
—0.4 ~0.6 +0.0 139.2 313.4 
f —0.6 —0.2 ~0.5 +0.1 135.1 308.7 
—1.2 —0.6 —1.1 —1.0 
y -1.5 —2.0 -1.3 155.6 333.2 
-0.1 +1.4 121.4 279.4 
d +0.3 41.7 181.3 434.3 q 
d -0.4 +1.7 142.9 375.8 ig 
41.5 +1.5 150.7 310.3 
+1.0 +1.3 63.5 152.3 
—1.8 —3.0 124.0 288.0 
+1.2 —0.8 123.3 249.5 
-7.7 95.8 219.5 
= 42.7 +5.4 86.4 199.5 | 
| 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

From mid-January to mid-February both employment and 
pay rolls showed small gains for the sample group, 0.1 per cent 
and 1.7 per cent, respectively. The manufacturing industries 
reported almost identical increases. Postal receipts fell 11.4 
per cent in the month and were 4.1 per cent below the level of 
a year ago. Bank debits showed a 21.1 per cent monthly decline, 
but rose 2.9 per cent annually. Building permit valuations 
jumped 69.2 per cent from the January total to $65,782. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500 ) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Employment data showed a diverse trend in the month, 
with a slight decrease in number of factory workers accom- 
panied by a 1.6 per cent advance in pay rolls. Postal receipts 
advanced 1.8 per cent in the month and showed an annual 
gain of 1.9 per cent. Bank debits and department store sales 
fell 14.5 per cent and 15.5 per cent, respectively, from January, 
but reported increases of 11.7 per cent and 6.1 per cent on a 
yearly basis. Valuations of building permits dropped to $32,333, 
60.1 per cent less than last month’s figure. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000 ) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, fiour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Both employment and pay rolls declined between January 
and February. The decrease in number of employes was small, 
but wage payments declined more than 5 per cent. Retail trade 
and postal receipts declined 7 per cent and 0.7 per cent, re- 
spectively, in the month, but annual gains of 8 per cent and 
10.9 per cent were reported. Building permits were valued at 
$37,600, representing a monthly advance of 23.6 per cent. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

In the manufacturing industries, employment and pay rolls 
advanced 1.5 per cent each, although small decreases in both 
items were reported for the sample group. Bank debits and 
postal receipts showed monthly declines of 24.5 per cent and 
4.7 per cent, respectively, and were down 1.8 per cent and 6.3 

r cent from the February, 1947, figures. Valuations of build- 
ing aouente totaled $58,000, 75.8 per cent greater than in last 
month. 


CHAMPAIGN -URBANA ( Pop. Est. 46,000 ) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

For the sample group of manufacturers, the number of 
workers rose 3.0 per cent, but their wage payments were 3.8 
per cent less than in January. Bank debits were 25.0 per cent 
below January figures, but rose 19.4 per cent annually. Build- 
ing permit valuations, $126,550, were little more than half of 
last month’s total. Urbana postal receipts advanced 6.5 per cent 
in the month and 34.7 per cent on a yearly basis, whereas Cham- 
paign reported a 7.1 per cent monthly decline, but showed a 
gain of 3.9 per cent from a year ago. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 


and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) 

Between mid-January and ‘mid-February, slight changes 
in both employment and pay rolls were reported for the 
sample group and also for the manufacturing concerns. In the 
latter classification employment declined 0.5 per cent, but pay 
rolls rose 0.1 per cent. Postal receipts rose 1.5 per cent between 
January and February and showed a 7.6 per cent annual gain. 
Bank debits were 13.8 per cent below the January level, but 
were 16.6 per cent greater than in February, 1947. Retail trade 
and department store sales reported monthly declines of 8 per 
cent and 6.5 per cent, respectively, but advanced 7 per cent and 
3.9 per cent from the levels of a year ago. Building permits 
were valued at $8,889,901 in February, representing an increase 
of 8.8 per cent from the January total. 


DANVILLE (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, ao igs | and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

The sample group of reporting industries reported gains of 
1.6 per cent in employment and 1.9 per cent in pay rolls for the 
month. Factory workers and wage payments showed somewhat 
smaller advances. Postal receipts increased 3.4 per cent be- 
tween January and February and were 24.0 per cent greater 
than in February, 1947. Bank debits declined in the month 
(19.8 per cent), but showed a 15.9 per cent increase on an 
annual basis. Building permit valuations more than tripled 
in February, totaling $142,660. 


DECATUR (Pop. Est. 63,750) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

_ Between mid-January and mid-February, declines occurred 
in employment and pay rolls, both for factory workers and for 
the entire sample group. For all reporting industries, employ- 
ment dropped 2.3 per cent and pay rolls 2.9 per cent. Manufac- 
turing employment showed a smaller decline. Bank debits and 
department store sales dropped 30.7 per cent and 9.6 per cent, 
respectively, in the month, but showed annual gains of 23.6 
per cent and 1.1 per cent. Postal receipts advanced on both 
bases, whereas valuations of building permits fell 41.2 per cent 
from the January figure to $53,865. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000 ) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Between January and February, there was an increase of 
1.2 per cent in number of factory workers, but wage payments 
in manufacturing industries fell off slightly. For the sample 
group of reporting industries, employment rose 0.5 per cent and 
pay rolls showed an advance of 1.9 per cent. Postal receipts 
and bank debits showed monthly declines of 7.8 per cent and 
28.0 per cent, respectively, but were up 14.4 per cent and 62 
per cent from the February, 1947, figures. Retail trade rose 5 
per cent in the month and gained 32 per cent on an annual basis. 
Building permit valuations, $61,260, decreased 13.0 per cent 
from the January figure. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000 ) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, compacts, dressef 
sets, radios, electric toasters, dairy products, automobile accessories, 
capping and filling machines, water softeners, street sweepers, wood- 
work, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, 
screws, bolts, and tools, flexible metal hose, and engaged in meat pack- 
ing and processing and publishing.) 

Sharp declines of more than 7 per cent in both employment 
and pay rolls were reported for the entire reporting group, as 
well as for the sample of manufacturing concerns. Bank debits 
and department store sales in February were below January 
levels (15.2 per cent and 2.4 per cent, respectively), but rose 
6.6 per cent and 11.4 per cent in the year. Postal receipts 
dropped 4.4 per cent in the month and 13.1 per cent on an an- 
nual basis. Valuations of building permits rose 5.6 per cent 
from January to $45,516. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm. region. Some industries are insurance and the 
manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

Substantial gains of 2.7 per cent in employment and 5.4 
per cent in pay rolls were reported for the manufacturing con- 
cerns in the sample group. Postal receipts declined 4.9 per cent 
between January and February, but were 5.2 per cent greater 
than the February, 1947, figure. Valuations of building permits 
totaled $17,800 in February, representing a monthly gain of 
13.4 per cent. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000 ) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, firebrick, horseshoes, packaging machines, bakery 
machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, dairy 
products and work clothing. It has railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, and limestone quarries.) 

Employment data showed diverse trends; the number of 
workers declined 2 per cent in the month, whereas wage pay- 
ments increased approximately 5 per cent. Postal receipts and 
bank debits were 27.5 per cent and 11.6 per cent, respectively, 
below January figures, but rose 3.3 per cent and 4.6 per cent 
annually. Retail trade and department store sales showed 
similar trends: down 8 per cent and 5.0 per cent, respectively, 
in the month, but up 10 per cent and 2.2 per cent in the year. 
Building permit valuations, $82,921, fell 65.9 per cent from 
January. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for ae implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

In the month, employment increased somewhat more in 
the manufacturing group than in the reporting sample; the 
gains were 1.6 per cent and 1.1 per cent, respectively. Pay rolls 
made slight advances. Department store sales and postal re- 
ceipts declined 27.2 per cent and 9.3 per cent, respectively, in 
the month, but were 15.0 per cent and 12.3 per cent greater 
than in February, 1947, Building permits were valued at $53,475 
in February, representing a monthly advance of 27.8 per cent. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000 ) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manutacturing city and the site of 
railroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

_ Between mid-January and mid-February, employment fell 
off 8.6 per cent and 9.0 per cent, respectively, for the sample 
group of reporting industries and for the manufacturing enter- 
prises. In contrast, wage payments of factory workers increased 
6.2 per cent, and those in all reporting industries, 5.5 per cent. 
rhe valuation of building permits issued in the month, $33,350, 
represented a small rise of 2.1 per cent over the January 
volume. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria, a highly diversified industrial city, is the largest producer of 
earth-moving equipment in the world. It has large distilleries, chemical 
plants, agricultural implement plants, and stockyards, and firms en- 
gaged in the manufacture of cotton goods, pharmaceuticals, malleable 
iron, and steel products such as wire rods, fencing, stoves, furnaces, 
and sheet metal goods. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed.) 
Between mid-January and mid-February employment and 
pay rolls showed small gains of 1.2 per cent and 0.9 per cent, 
respectively, for the sample group. Corresponding advances 
in the manufacturing concerns were 1.6 per cent for employ- 
ment and 1.9 per cent for pay rolls. Retail trade and depart- 
ment store sales showed monthly decreases of 3 per cent and 
44 per cent, respectively, but on an annual basis. gains of 
10 per cent and 13.2 per cent were reported. Postal receipts 
fell 1.9 per cent in the month, but rose 18.3 per cent annually, 
whereas bank debits declined on both bases (10.1 per cent and 
1.0 per cent, respectively). Valuations of building permits were 
$127,005, less than one-fourth of the January volume. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000 ) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 


Employment declined slightly in the month, whereas wage 
payments showed a gain of more than 3 per cent in the report- 
ing period ending in mid-February. Bank debits and postal 
receipts were 16.7 per cent and 10.3 per cent, respectively, below 
January figures, but rose 14.1 per cent and 11.0 per cent on an 
annual basis. February building permits were valued at $110,235, 
representing a 48.9 per cent drop from the month before. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood- and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Between mid-January and mid-February employment in the 
sample group of reporting industries, and also in the manufac- 
turing concerns, rose 0.6 per cent. Wage disbursements for all 
reporting industries showed a rise of 1.9 per cent and factory 
wage payments advanced 2.0 per cent. Postal receipts and bank 
debits reported monthly declines of 4.8 per cent and 9.5 per 
cent, respectively, but were 8.7 per cent and 15.8 per cent 
greater than a year ago. Department store sales dropped 10.5 
per cent in the month but rose 13.1 per cent annually. Electric 
power sales and building permit valuations ($386,950) in- 
creased 1.6 per cent and 7.9 per cent, respectively, between 
January and February. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lightin lants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

In Rock Island, slight advances in employment and de- 
creases in pay rolls were reported for the month, whereas in 
Moline both items showed small declines from January to 
February. Rock Island_ postal receipts fell 9.0 per cent in the 
month, but advanced 7.7 per cent annually, whereas Moline 
receipts fell 16.4 per cent and 13.4 per cent, respectively, on the 
two bases. Building permits declined 21.2 per cent and 1.5 
per cent, respectively, in the two cities. Retail trade and depart- 
ment store sales in Moline dropped 10 ¢ cent and 8.2 per cent, 
respectively, in the month, but were 7 per cent and 14.8 per 
cent greater on an annual basis. Bank debits showed a 16.3 per 
cent monthly decline, but rose 22.3 per cent from the Feb- 
ruary, 1947, figure. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000 ) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Substantial gains for the month ending in mid-February 
were reported both for the sample group of reporting industries 
and for the manufacturing estabiishments. In the sample group 
employment rose 1.5 per cent and pay rolls 4.6 per cent. For 
the manufacturing group the increases were 2.1 per cent and 3.7 
per cent, respectively. Postal receipts and bank debits declined 
13.4 per cent and 11.7 per cent, respectively, from January, 
but showed annual gains of 2.5 per cent and 26.2 per cent. 
Retail trade and department store sales were 4 per cent and 
11.0 per cent below January figures, but rose 10 per cent and 
23.1 per cent in the year. Building permits were valued at 
$103,140, less than half of the total for January. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “dispersed city” area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, Johnston 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total population of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 

Retail trade in the three counties in January was 22.1 per 
cent below the December level, but showed a 20.4 per cent 
gain from January, 1947. Postal receipts in four cities ad- 
vanced 2.4 per cent between January and February and were 
22.6 per cent greater than a year ago, whereas building permit 
valuations rose 63.0 per cent in the month, but fell 80.5 per 
cent On an annual basis. © 
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INDEXES OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS 
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